
 

 

Pesach: Meaning and Mystery 
נֵּיֶכם  יֶכם בְׁ רּו ֲאלֵּ י־יֹאמְׁ ָהָיה כִּ זֹאת׃ וְׁ ֶתם ֶאת־ָהֲעֹבָדה הַּ רְׁ מַּ ר ּושְׁ בֵּ ֲאֶשר דִּ ן ה' ָלֶכם כַּ תֵּ י־ָתֹבאּו ֶאל־ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶשר יִּ ָהָיה כִּ וְׁ

ם  יִּ רַּ צְׁ פֹו ֶאת־מִּ ָנגְׁ ם בְׁ יִּ רַּ צְׁ מִּ ל בְׁ ָראֵּ שְׁ נֵּי־יִּ י בְׁ ל־ָבתֵּ ח עַּ ה' ֲאֶשר ָפסַּ ח הּוא לַּ ח־ֶפסַּ ֶתם ֶזבַּ רְׁ ֲאמַּ זֹאת ָלֶכם׃  וַּ ָמה ָהֲעֹבָדה הַּ

ֲחּוּו׃ תַּ שְׁ יִּ ֹקד ָהָעם וַּ יִּ יל וַּ צִּ ינּו הִּ ֶאת־ָבתֵּ  וְׁ

And when you enter the land that Hashem will give to you, as He has promised, you shall observe this service. 

And when your children shall say to you, ‘What is this service to you?’ you shall say, ‘It is the passover 

sacrifice to Hashem, Who passed over the houses of the Children of Israel in Egypt when He smote Egypt, and 

our houses He saved... 

           Shemos - Exodus 12:25-27 

 

ה ג לַּ ִ֖ י חַּ יעִִּ֔ בִּ שְׁ יֹו֙ם הַּ ת ּובַּ ֹצֹּ֑ ל מַּ ַ֣ ים תֹאכַּ ִ֖ ת ָימִּ ַ֥ עַּ בְׁ ה  ׃'שִּ א־יֵָּרֶאַ֥ ֵֹֽ ל ץ וְׁ ךָ֜ ָחמֵֵּ֗ ה לְׁ א־יֵָּרֶאֶ֨ ֵֹֽ ל ים וְׁ ֹּ֑ ָימִּ ת הַּ ַ֣ עַּ בְׁ ת שִּ ִ֖ ל אֵּ ָאכִֵּ֔ ֵֽ צֹו֙ת יֵּ ךָ֛ מַּ לְׁ

ך  ל־ָידְׁ אֹות עַּ ך לְׁ ָהָיה לְׁ ם: וְׁ יִּ ָרֵֽ צְׁ מִּ י מִּ ִ֖ אתִּ צֵּ י בְׁ ה ה' לִִּ֔ ה ָעָשָׂ֤ ּור ֶזֵ֗ ֲעבַ֣ ר בַּ אֹמֹּ֑ ּוא לֵּ הִ֖ ֹום הַּ יַ֥ ךִ֔ בַּ נְׁ בִּ ָתַ֣ לְׁ דְׁ גַּ הִּ ך: וְׁ ֻבֶלֵֽ ָכל־גְׁ ר בְׁ ֹאִ֖ שְׁ

מֹוֲעָדּה  זֹאת לְׁ ֻחָקה הַּ ָת ֶאת־הַּ רְׁ ָשמַּ ם׃ וְׁ ָריִּ צְׁ מִּ ֲאך ה' מִּ ָיד ֲחָזָקה הֹוצִּ י בְׁ יך כִּ פִּ ת ה' בְׁ ֶיה תֹורַּ הְׁ ן תִּ עַּ מַּ יֶניך לְׁ ין עֵּ ָכרֹון בֵּ זִּ ּולְׁ

יָמה׃ ים ָימִּ ָימִּ  מִּ

Seven days you shall eat Matzah, and on the seventh day there shall be a festival for Hashem. Throughout the 

seven days Matzos shall be eaten; no chametz (leavened bread) shall be seen with you, and no chametz shall be 

found in all your borders. And you shall tell your son on that day, saying ‘It is because of this that Hashem did 

for me when I went out from Egypt.’ And it shall be for you a sign on your hand and as a reminder between 

your eyes—so that Hashem’s Torah may be in your mouth—for with a mighty hand Hashem took you out from 

Egypt. You shall observe this statute at its set time from year to year. 

           Shemos – Exodus 13:6-10 



Passover Haggadah – The Four Sons 

 

זֹאת ָלֶכם. ָלֶכם ָרָשע ָמה הּוא  ר? ָמה ָהֲעבֹוָדה הַּ ף  –אֹומֵּ אַּ ָקר. וְׁ עִּ ר בְׁ ָלל ָכפַּ כְׁ ן הַּ מֹו מִּ צְׁ יא ֶאת עַּ י ֶשהֹוצִּ פִּ לֹא לֹו. ּולְׁ וְׁ

ּלּו ָהָיה שָ  לֹא־לֹו. אִּ י וְׁ ם". לִּ ָריִּ צְׁ מִּ י מִּ אתִּ צֵּ י בְׁ ֲעבּור ֶזה ָעָשה ה' לִּ ָניו ֶוֱאמֹור לֹו: "בַּ ה ֶאת שִּ הֵּ קְׁ ָתה הַּ ֹ אַּ א ָהָיה ם, ל

ָאל גְׁ .נִּ  

The wicked son -What does he say? “What is this service to you?” “To you” rather than to 

himself. And because he has excluded himself from the group he has rejected the foundation of 

our faith. Consequently, you must blunt his teeth and say to him: “It is because of this that 

Hashem did for me when I went out from Egypt.” “For me” rather than for him, -  had he been 

there, he would not have been redeemed. 

     

Questions addressed by the Bais HaLevi (1820-1892) Rosh Yeshiva of Volozhin, Rabbi of Slutzk and Brisk 

1) It seems that the wicked son’s question implies a lack of basic understanding regarding 

the meaning of the Pesach Mitzvos and the story of the exodus. If this is so, where is the 

answer and explanation? Even if there is something wicked underlying his question, an 

explanation should still be provided. 

2) Furthermore, if in fact he isn’t familiar with the basic story, how can he be considered 

wicked? If anything perhaps his parents should be considered wicked for not teaching 

him properly? 

3) Why is the verse that provides an answer for the wicked son in a different place than the 

verse with the question? 

4) Why in verse 13:10 are the Pesach Mitzvos referred to as “statutes”? We know the 

reasons for the Pesach mitzvos! 

 

Bais Halevi –Parshas Bo 

And in the Haggadah’s answer is a response to all his claims. That is: Even though the reason is true, that Israel 

brought the Passover offering at that time, as a directive to nullify the Egyptian idol worship, it must be taught 

that even with mitzvos that we know the reason, (for example with matzah, that there was no time for the dough 

to rise until we were freed and so too with maror, that the Egyptians embittered our lives, and the Passover 

offering, to remember that G-d passed over the homes of our forefathers) for sure this is not the basic 

foundation of the mitzvah and it is not for this reason that the mitzvah was given. The reason is why is it an 

obligation on us to fulfill this mitzvah and that we not be ungrateful, or non-appreciative.  

 

The main foundation of the mitzvah, why is this the mitzvah, is not because of Egypt, because the Torah 

preceded the world, and before the world was created it was written in it the mitzvah of matzah, and also 

Abraham our father, and all of our forefathers, fulfilled the complete Torah before it was given. And on the 

night of the 15th of Nissan, Abraham our father ate matzah and maror, even though it was before the Exodus 



from Egypt. These mitzvos did not emerge from the redemption from Egypt, but just the opposite, in the merit 

of the mitzvos of Pesach, matzah and maror that were observed that night, we merited to be redeemed on that 

night. And this is what we say to the evil son. It is because of this that Hashem did so for me when I went out of 

Egypt. And we do not say because we went out of Egypt I performed this mitzvah. And this is the rule with 

all mitzvos, that the mitzvah did not come because of the explanation but because of the mitzvah, came the 

explanation. 

 

As we see in the merit of Pesach, matzah and maror that night, we merited to be redeemed, and there was no 

time for the dough to rise. And so too we merited to nullify the Egyptian idolatry with pomp and publicity 

before everyone’s eyes. And with this, the questions of the evil son claiming that the reason is nullified and that 

the mitzvah, G-d forbid, is nullified,have no validity. And the mitzvah itself, is a chok. We do not know the core 

of its reason, but it exists forever. 

 

Freedom 

Pirkei Avos – Ethics of our Father 6:2 

ה ֱאֹל ֲעשֵּ ֻּלֹחת מַּ הַּ תַּ קוְׁ כְׁ ָתב מִּ כְׁ מִּ הַּ ָמה וְׁ ָרא קב ֱאֹלים הֵּ קְׁ ל תִּ ֻּלֹחת, אַּ ל הַּ רּותֶאָּלא  ָחרּותים הּוא ָחרּות עַּ ך חֵּ ין לְׁ , ֶשאֵּ

מּוד תֹוָרה לְׁ תַּ ק בְׁ י ֶשעֹוסֵּ ין ֶאָּלא מִּ .ֶבן חֹורִּ . 

And it says, “And the tablets were the work of Hashem, and the writing was the writing of Hashem, engraved 

upon the tablets” (Exodus 32:16). Don’t read the word as ָחרּות Charus [‘engraved’] rather read it as  

רּות  Chairus [ ‘freedom’]. For there is no free person except one that occupies himself with the study of theחֵּ

Torah. 

The Fourth Cup 

Exodus 6:6-7 

“Therefore say to the Children of Israel “I am Hashem and I will take you out from under the burdens of 

Egypt and I will save you from your labors and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with 

great judgments . And I will take you to be My people and I will be your G-D. ….”  

S’forno: and I will take you out from under the burdens of Egypt- From the day the plagues will begin 

the work will cease. And I will save – On the day you leave their borders. And I will redeem- with the 

drowning of the Egyptians in the sea…Because after the death of those who enslaved you, you will no 

longer be runaway slaves. And I will take you to be my people – with the revelation at Mt. Sinai. 

Passover Haggadah 

“Originally our ancestors were idol worshippers and now G-d has brought us close to His service.” 

“Blessed are You Hashem our G-d, King of the universe, Who redeemed us and redeemed our 

forefathers from Egypt and brought us to this night to enable us to eat Matzah and Marror…” 

 

/Exodus.32.16

