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G-d instructs Moses to obtain supplies for construction of the Tabernacle, a portable
Temple.

Text:

“Speak to the Children of Israel; let them take for Me a donation, from every man whose heart moves
him....And they shall make Me a sanctuary, and I shall dwell among them.”
[Exodus 25:2-8]

When G-d told Moses about the Tabernacle, he said, “Master of the World, are the Jews capable of
making it?”
G-d said to him, “Even one of the Jews can make it!” As it says, “From every man whose heart moves
him.”

[Midrash]

Question:

What was the dialogue between Moses and G-d? G-d told Moses the Jews should construct a
Tabernacle. Why did Moses question His command? And how did G-d address his concern?

Answer:

The Tabernacle was a “home” for the Divine Presence; constructing it was not a physical challenge but a
spiritual one. Moses understood the spiritual greatness necessary for such a project, and could not
fathom that the People possessed such holiness. G-d responded, not by denying that the project was
daunting, but by reassuring Moses of the People’s spiritual potential: not only can they do it jointly, but
even one of them can do it!

Message:

Moses, though told explicitly that the Jews should construct a Tabernacle, was at a loss to comprehend
how this was possible. Yet Moses was wrong. What Moses thought was beyond the grasp of the entire
nation was actually within the capacity of a single individual! If Moses so underestimated our inherent
greatness, we are certainly liable to make the same mistake. No one but G-d fully grasps the depth of
holiness we can attain.
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Terumah means “donation.” Hashem instructs Moses to ask the Children of Israel to donate material
for the Mishkan, or Tabernacle. “Let them make Me a Sanctuary,” says Hashem, “and I shall dwell
among them.” The Mishkan was a smaller, portable version of the later Holy Temple in Jerusalem.
Materials needed included metal, wood, fabric and gemstones.

The Torah first describes various artifacts that would be housed in the Mishkan:

The Ark — a gold-plated wooden chest containing the Tablets of the Law. The Ark was the only
object in the inner chamber of the Mishkan. Its lid, made of solid gold, was topped by two Cherubim,
images of angels with outstretched wings and children's faces.

The Table — also of gold-plated wood, it supported an array of shelves which held twelve loaves of
bread. Every Sabbath, the loaves were removed and eaten by the priests, and fresh loaves placed on the
shelves.

The Menorah - of solid gold, it had seven branches holding oil lamps, which were lit each evening.

The Menorah and Table were housed in the outer chamber, along with the Incense Altar,
described in the following Parsha.

The Torah now describes the structure of the Mishkan itself:
The Roof was made of three different-colored layers, each of fabric or animal hides.

The Walls were gold-plated wooden beams that stood vertically and were held together
by horizontal bolts.

A Curtain separated the inner and outer chambers of the Mishkan, and another one served as
the door to the outer chamber.

Outside the Mishkan, in the Courtyard, stood the main Altar, made of copper-plated wood. The
Courtyard itself was surrounded by a fence of white linen curtains held up by posts.

According to the Midrash, the Mishkan was an atonement and a sign of reconciliation after the sin of
the Golden Calf. Although that incident is described later in the Torah, events in the Torah are not
necessarily listed in chronological order.

Please see other side...

This week’s Parsha Snapshot and Closer Look is sponsored in memory of Sima bas Elchonon Aryeh a’h
To receive our weekly email or to sponsor a publication please contact us at info@longislandtorah.org or 516-778-7895



mailto:info@longislandtorah.org

