
 

Text: 
[G-d] called to Moses, and G-d spoke to him… 
 

[Vayikra 1:1] 

 
Moses was the head of all the prophets, yet Scripture did not praise him for his other lofty character traits – only 
for the trait of humility, as it says: “And the man Moses was exceedingly humble”…. Included in his humility [was 
the fact that] he did not want to come to the Mishkan [unannounced.  Although G-d had told Moses to come to 
the Mishkan and speak with Him, Moses] did not have the heart to come … until G-d gave him permission and 
called him, as it is written, “He called to Moses…”  
 

[Rabbeinu Bachya] 

 
“Any Torah scholar who lacks understanding is worse than a carcass.” Moses, father of wisdom; father of the 
prophets; who took the Jews out of Egypt…and went up to the lofty Heavens, and brought Torah down… and 
worked on making the Mishkan [still] did not enter the inner sanctum until [G-d] called him, as it is written, “G-d 
called to Moses… ” 
 

[Midrash] 

 
Question: 
 

Rabbeinu Bachya praises Moses’ extreme humility. The fact that Moses waited until he was called – even though 
he knew G-d wanted to speak with him – shows how extraordinarily humble he was. 
 
But the Midrash implies that, had Moses not waited until he was called, he would be “worse than a carcass”! That 
implies that we are dealing with a very basic matter of etiquette! 
 
Which is it? 

 
Answer: 
 

That Moses waited until he was called shows incredible humility; this could not have been expected of any lesser 
individual. But it was expected of Moses. Unparalleled wisdom must lead to unparalleled refinement of character. 
If Moses had missed this nuance of etiquette – if his character did not “measure up” to his wisdom – he would 
indeed have been “worse than a carcass.” 

 
Message: 
 

Derech Eretz – being a “mensch” – means more than “basic etiquette.” As we acquire Torah wisdom , we also 
grow in Derech Eretz, attaining ever-deeper levels of sensitivity and refinement. If our character does not parallel 
our wisdom, we risk distorting ourselves into an ugly caricature of G-d’s most beautiful creation – the human 
being.  

 

Please see other side for “The Parsha Snapshot”… 
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Vayikra, which means “He called,” begins with G-d “calling” Moses to speak with 

Him. This special invitation to talk is a sign of esteem and affection. By contrast, G-

d’s conversation with the wicked Bil’am1 is prefaced by the word “Vayikar” – a term 

indicating a casual demeanor and an attitude of distaste. 

 

Vayikra details the laws of Temple service, performed in the Mishkan by the 

Kohanim – priests  descended from the Tribe of Levi. The Kohanim were charged 

with the daily tasks of lighting the Menorah, burning the incense and offering 

sacrifices on the Altar. The Torah catalogues various types of sacrifices:  mandatory 

and voluntary; communal and private; atonement for sins and expressions of 

thanksgiving. A summary of these categories is recited daily by many Jews in the 

“Korbanos” section of the morning prayers. 

 

Today, in the absence of the Holy Temple, Jewish tradition teaches that our prayers 

take the place of sacrifices. With no Sanctuary to visit, we are charged with making 

our homes and synagogues into holy places suitable to host G-d’s Presence.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please see other side for “A Closer Look”… 
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